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TOWN OF CHESTERTON

726 Bt - Creseron nona 4694 CHESTERTON
Phone: 219-926-1641

Fax: 219-926-7626 ~ INDIANA

July 19, 2000

To the Citizens of Chesterton:

The Chesterton Town Council is pleased to provide you with
updated informative materials on Tree Care. Included are
copies of the Arboricultural Specifications Manual (tree
care guidelines), the Municipal Street Tree Ordinance, and
the Tree Permit application. This public education effort
was funded in part by the Indiana Department of Natural
Resources’ Urban Forestry Conservation Fund.

The selection, planting, maintenance, and removal of trees,
shrubs, hedges, and lawns along and in public streets
substantially affect matters such as pedestrian safety,
vehicular safety, 1location and maintenance of utility
services, the general appearance of the Town, and the
general gquality of life in the Town of Chesterton.

The Tree Care Guidelines, which are included with the Tree
Ordinance, apply only to trees on public right-of-way. The
Guidelines list trees that are appropriate for Town streets
and provide directions for planting.

if you wish to excavate near or plant, prune, Oor remove a
tree in the public right-of-way, the Town requires that you
contact the Chesterton Street Department at 219-926-2222
before you begin work. Through the permit process, the
Street Department can make sure that the planned tree care
activity 1s appropriate and can offer guidance on how to
properly take care of the trees on the Town right-of-way
adjoining your property.

The Town Council welcomes your participation in Chesterton’s
Urban Forestry Program. If you have any questions or need
further information, please contact Street Commissiocner
John Schnadenberg.

ely yours,

% & DCJMQ%

Gina A. Darnell
President, Chesterton Town Council




ARBORICULTURAL SPECIFICATIONS MANUAL
Town of Chesterton

Purpose

The Arboricultural Specifications Manual for the Town of Chesterton specifies the
arboriculturally correct standards of practice for tree planting and care of trees in the
Town, as approved by the Chesterton Tree Committee and adopted by the
Chesterton Town Council.

Policy

All work on street trees, as the same are defined in the Municipal Street Tree
Ordinance No. 96-10 , commonly known as the Municipal Street Tree Ordinance,
shall comply with said Ordinance No. 96-10 and this Arboricultural Specifications
Manual. This manual is also recommended as a guide for proper tree care activities
by the private sector, however it need not be adhered to on private property unless
the activity in question is required by the Chesterton Town Code.

RECOMMENDED STANDARDS OF PRACTICE

PLANTING: Species, Cultivars, and Varieties

1. Tables 1, 2, 3 and 4 on pages 6 through 9 of this manual contain lists of acceptable
street trees, entitled “Acceptable Street Tree List.” The trees on these lists have been
proven adaptable to and suitable for urban street conditions in Chesterton. These
lists contain species by size category and common and scientific name. Additionally,
these lists note specific locations where the trees may or may not be planted.

2. Additionally, a list of undesirable trees is provided in Table 5 on page 10. The
trees on this list may not be utilized as street trees. These tree species have proven
undesirable characteristics such as weak woodedness, litter problems, insect and
disease problems, poor form, pose visibility problems along streets, and/or are not
hardy in this area. These trees are not allowed for general planting as street trees and
their use should be restricted to special locations where they can be used to
advantage because of adaptability, landscape effect, or ecosystem benefit.



PLANTING: Plant Material Handling, Inspection, and Storage

1. Only desirable, long-lived trees of good appearance, beauty, adaptability, and
generally free from injurious insects and diseases shall be planted on public sites.
Any trees planted shall be adaptable to agricultural Zone 5 climate conditions.

2. Trees shall be tagged indicating species and size.
Trees shall be free of wounds, insects, and cankers.
Root systems should be full and root balls should be
moist but not moldy. Root balls should be protected
from freezing.

Bad

3. Plants should be protected from wind during transport and kept cool and moist at
all times. Care should be taken as not to drop or otherwise loosen root ball. Plant
should not be picked up by the stem. Instead, the soil ball should be supported
when moving plant.

4. Bare rooted plants must be planted when dormant (buds are closed and not leafed
out). Roots should be always kept moist and cool and trees planted as soon as
possible. If stored, the trees should be covered with moist soil or wood chips. Bare
rooted trees should be soaked in water immediately prior to planting.

PLANTING: Planting Procedures

Balled and Burlapped Trees

1. Hole should be dug with the width three times the
spread of the root ball and no deeper than the root ball.
Hole should have slanted sides and be roughened
with the shovel.

2.Trees will be planted no deeper than previously
grown. In clay soils trees can be planted slightly
high, not to exceed 20% of root ball above ground.
Set trees on native soil or thouroughly compacted
backfill.

3. Cut away twine around stem and fold back
burlap and wire basket below ground level.
Remove all plastic twine.

4. Straighten tree and completely backfill the
hole with existing soil. Avoid using excessive
amounts of organic matter. Construct a 3” tall
watering dike around hole.




5. Apply water to settle the soil and to eliminate
any voids. At this time a solution of root stimulator
type fertilizer (high phosphorus) can be watered in.

6. Chop up any dirt clods, add soil if needed.

7. Place a four to six inch layer of mulch around
the tree in a minimum three foot radius.

8. Prune, wrap or stake tree as needed.
Bare Rooted Trees

1. Plant trees immediately upon receipt. Soak in water before planting.

2. Avoid any drying or warming of seedlings.

3. Cleanly trim any long root hairs with a sharp tool.

4. Place seedling in slit or hole, making sure roots are straight and not bent in a”J”

shape. Pack soil firmly around roots and water. Plant at previous planting depth for
hardwood seedlings, slightly deeper for evergreen seedlings.

PLANTING: Early Maintenance

1. Plants should be thoroughly watered every 5 to 10 days from April through
October as needed as a supplement to natural rainfall. Plants should receive a total
of two inches of water every two weeks.

2. Trees should be pruned as needed to remove dead, damaged, or poorly located
limbs. Fertilizing is not usually necessary. After trees are fully established, lower
branches may be removed to promote tree structure and facilitate pedestrian and
vehicle clearance.

3. Thin barked trees subject to sunscald shall be protected from November to April
with approved paper tree wrap material. Remove all wrap during the growing
season.

4. Only those trees in windy open areas need be staked. Stake to prevent movement
of root ball, not of tree stem. Stake with three guy lines, protecting stem of tree
from rope damage.

5. Mulch shall be maintained at all times at a depth of three inches in a minimum
three foot radius around each tree. Recommended mulch shall be shredded bark,
aged wood chips, or peat moss.
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PRUNING

1. The pruning of limbs over three inches in diameter on public trees shall require a
Tree Care Permit from the Street Commissioner.

2. All dead branches shall be removed. Branches that cross or rub shall be pruned.

3. To prevent the spread of infectious diseases, all pruning tools shall be disinfected

before being used on a new tree.

4. All large, established trees shall have their lower branches pruned as necessary to
allow the flow of traffic or pedestrians under the tree; fifteen (15) foot street

clearance and eight (8) foot sidewalk clearance.

5. Proper pruning technique shall be used as noted below. All cuts shall be made
with a sharp saw or pruner and only at the nodes or crotches.

PROPER PRUNING PRINCIPLES

Correct pruning is the best thing you can do for your tree.

Here are the guidelines:

Natural target pruning

Locate the branch bark ridge (BBR).

Find target A - outside BBR.

Find target B - where branch meets collar.

If B cannot be found, drop an imaginary line at AX. Angle
XAC equals XAB.

Stub cut the branch.

Make final cut at line AB (with powersaws make final cut on
upstroke).

hall el

D

Do not:

« make flush cut behind the BBR

» leave living or dead stubs

* injure or remove the branch collar
- paint cuts

The best time to prune living branches is late in the dormant
season or very early in spring before leaves form. Dead and
dying branches can be pruned anytime. Use sharp tools! Make
clean cuts. Be careful with all tools. Safety first!
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PROPER LENGTH
OF STUB

too long a stub correctcut  too close a cut

6. Wound dressings are not recommended.

REMOVALS

1. All removals shall require a Tree Care Permit by the Street Commisioner.

2. Appropriate street and sidewalk barriers shall be placed where removals may
endanger the public. The Street, Fire, and Police departments shall be notified of
any street blockages.

3. The stumps of all trees shall be removed to at least six inches below ground level
and the soil cavity shall be filled with soil and leveled.

SPRAYING
1. All spraying shall require a Tree Care Permit by the Street Commisioner.

2. Suitable precautions shall be taken to protect and warn the public that spraying is
to be done.

3. Spraying shall be done only for the control of specific diseases or insects, with the
proper materials and the necessary strength, and applied at the proper time to obtain
the desired control. All spraying of pesticides shall conform to federal and state
regulations.

TRENCHING AND TUNNELING

1. Any installation of underground public utilities shall employ, whenever
physically able, tunneling instead of trenching within the critical root zone area of
any public tree.

2. All roots cut over a two inch diameter shall be cut cleanly. All trenches shall not
stay open longer than necessary and shall be properly barricaded.



CHESTERTON STREET TREE SPECIES LIST

The following tables shall constitute the recommended Street Tree Species for the Town
of Chesterton, Indiana. These are the tree species with growth characteristics that do well
on urban sites. All trees are suited for USDA cold hardiness Zone 5 The tables also
include specifications for the minimum distances to be maintained between trees and
other infrastructure when planting new trees within the public way. Native tree species
are indicated in bold.

TABLE 1

SMALL TREE SPECIES FOR SMALL SPACES

Small trees are defined as those trees attaining a height of twenty (20) to thirty (30) feet
at maturity.

DISTANCE FROM INFRASTRUCTURE:
*  Plant no closer than two feet from street. sidewalk. or curb.
*  Minimum grow space of four feet of tree lawn.
» Small trees may be planted under overhcad utility lincs.
* Do not plant within five feet of any underground utility (phone. sewer. water. cable. electric).
= Do not plant within ten feet of any utility pole or fire hydrant.
* Do not plant within three feet of a parking area unless vehicle wheel stops arc provided.
*  Trees should not be planted where traffic line-of-si ght is compromised at intersections.
* Tree pruning may be required as the tree matures to maintain adequate street and sidewalk
clearance.

MINIMUM SIZE
Trees planted in the public street tree lawn must be a mininum one and one-half inch (1 %) diameter
caliper. (Caliper is measured six inches above ground level )
SCIENTIFIC NAME RECOMMENDED CULTIVARS
Acer ginnala

Amelanchier canadensis
Amelanchier x grandiflora

COMMON NAME

Amur Maple

Shadowblow Serviceberry
Apple Serviceberry hybrids

“Princess Diana™. ~Autumn Brilliance

Allegheny Serviceberry
American Hornbeam

Eastern Redbud

Flowering Dogwood

Kousa Dogwood

Thornless Cockspur Hawthorn
Washington Hawthorn

Winter King Hawthorn
Flowering Crabapple

Japanesc Tree Lilac

Amelancier laevis

Carpinus caroliniana

Cercis canadensis

Cornus florida

Cornus kousa chinensis
Crataegus crus-galli ‘Inermis’
Crataegus phaenopyrum (only where thorns not problematic)
Crataegus viridis ‘Winter King’

Malus sp (Choose diseasc resistant only)
Syringa reticulata ‘Tvorv Silk”

(use single-trunk tree form on streets)
(plant only on sheltered sites. tree form)



TABLE 2

MEDIUM TREE SPECIES FOR MEDIUM SPACES

Medium trees are defined as those trees attaining a height of thirty (30) feet to forty-
five (45) feet at maturity.

DISTANCE FROM INFRASTRUCTURE:
*  Plant no closer than three feet from street. sidewalk. or curb.
*  Minimum grow space of five to six feet of tree lawn.
* Do not plant under or within ten lateral feet of any overhead utility lines.
* Do not plant within five feet of any underground utility (phonc. sewer. water. cable. clectric).
= Do not plant within ten feet of any utility pole or fire hydrant.
* Do not plant within three feet of a parking area unless vehicle wheel stops are provided.
*  Trees should not be planted where traflic line-of-sight is compromised at intersections.

MINIMUM SIZE
Trees planted in the public street tree lawn must be a minimum onc and threc-quarters (1 % ) diamcter
caliper. (Tree diameter is measured six inches above ground level.)

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME RECOMMENDED CULTIVARS
Hedge Maple Acer campestre

Autumn Flame Red Maple Acer rubrum “Autumin Fltame”

River Birch Betula nigra (relatively short lived)
Whitespire Birch Betula platvphlla japonica “Whitespire”

European Hormbeam Carpinus betulus ‘Fastigata’

American Hornbeam/Blue Beech Carpinus caroliniana

Katsura Tree Cercidiphyllum japonicum

Yellowwood Cladrastis lutea

Turkish Filbert Corvlus colurna

Golden Raintree* Koelreuteria paniculata

American Hophornbeam Ostrya virginiana

Flowering Callery Pear Pyrus callervana “Aristocrat’. “Chanticleer’.

“Cleveland Select”

Native tree species are indicated in bold.

Note: Norway Maple, while an attractive and hardy urban trec. is now considered invasive because its
species regenerates prolifically through heavy seed drops.

*Golden Raintree should come from northern seed sources and nurserics. Extreme cold may damage the
trec.



TABLE 3

LARGE TREE SPECIES FOR LARGE SPACES

Large trees are defined as those trees attaining a height of forty-five (45) feet or more
at maturity. Large shade trees are recommended for planting wherever room allows, as
they help increase Chesterton’s overall tree canopy and provide numerous

environmental benefits. Native trees are noted in bold.
DISTANCE FROM INFRASTRUCTURE:

= Plant no closer than four feet from street. sidewalk. or curb.
Minimum grow space of eight feet of tree lawn.

MINIMUM SIZE

Do not plant under or within 20 lateral feet of any overhead utility lines.

Do not plant within five feet of any underground utility (phone, sewer, water, cable, electric).
Do not plant within ten feet of any utility pole or fire hydrant.

Do not plant within three feet of a parking area unless vehicle wheel stops are provided.
Trees should not be planted where traffic line-of-sight is compromised at intersections.

Trees planted in the public street tree lawn must be a minimum one and three-quarters (1 % ) diameter

caliper. (Tree diameter is measured six inches above ground level.)

COMMON NAME
Black Maple
Red Maple

Sugar Maple

Hackberry
Ginkgo

Thornless Honeylocust

Kentucky Coffectree
Sweetgum
Cucumbertree
Blackgum / Tupelo
London Planetree
White Gak

Swamp White Qak
Shingle Qak

Bur OQak

Pin Oak

English Oak
Northern Red Oak
Shumard Oak
Bald Cypress
Basswood
Littleleaf Linden
Homestead Elm
Zelkova

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Acer nigrum
Acer rubrum

Acer saccharum

Celtis occidentalis
Ginkgo biloba
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis

Gymnocladus dioica
Liquidambar styraciflua
Magnolia acuminate
Nyssa sylvatica
Platanus x acerfolia
Quercus atba
Quercus bicolor
Quercus imbricaria
Quercus macrocarpa
Quercus palustris
Quercus robur
Quercus rubra
Quercus shumardii
Taxodium distichum
Tilia americana

Tilia cordata

Ulmus x

Zelkova serrata

RECOMMENDED CULTIVARS

*Greencolumn’

*Armstrong’, ‘October Glory'.
‘Red Sunset’. "Northwood’
‘Bonfire’, ‘Commemoration’,
‘Endowment’, ‘Green Mountain’,
‘Legacy’ (do not plant too deep)

Male clones only
‘Imperial’. ‘Shademaster’.
*Skyline’. ““Sunburst’,

Male clones only

‘Moraine’, (all have messy fruit)

‘Bloodgood”

(needs grow space of 12" or more)
(chlorotic on alkaline sites)
(susceptible to powdery mildew)

‘Boulevard’, ‘Redmond’
"Glenleven'. *Greenspire’
‘Homestead”
‘Green Vase’

* Please note, recently Ash was removed off the recommended tree list due to
susceptibility to the Emerald Ash Borer insect pest. Norway Maple was also removed due

to invasive seeding.



TABLE 4

UNDESIREABLE TREE SPECIES FOR STREET TREES

These trees shall not be planted along public streets. Undesirable characteristics are
listed. Evergreens are acceptable on public sites only where visibility is not a problem.

COMMON NAME
Fir

Boxelder

Silver Maplc
Norway Maple

Tree of Heaven
White Paper Birch
Catalpa

Persimmon

Russian Olive

Ash, White and Green
Black Walnut. Butternut
Juniper

Tulip Poplar
Common Crabapple
Osage Orange
White Mulberry
Spruce

Pinc

Cottonwood
Lombardy Poplar
Aspen

Common Cherry. Black Cherrv

Black Locust
Willow

Mountain Ash
Arborvitae
American Elm
Red. Slippery Elm
Siberian Elm

PLEASE NOTE:

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Abies sp.

Acer negundo

Acer saccharrinum
Accr platanoides
Ailanthus altissima
Betula papyrifera
Catalpa speciosa
Diospyros virginiana
Eleagnus angustifolia
Fraxinus sp.

Juglans sp.

Juniper sp.
Liriodendron tulipifera
Malus sp. (unimproved)
Maclura pomifcra
Morus alba

Picea sp.

Pinus sp.

Populus deltoides
Populus sp. ‘Lombardy”
Populus tremuloides
Prunus sp.

Robinia psuedoacacia
Salix sp.

Sorbus sp.

Thuja sp.

Ulmus americana
Ulmus rubra

Ulmus punula

PROBLEMS

visibility obstruction

weak wood. poor form. invasive seed
weak wood. poor form

invasive sced

invasive seed. weak wood

borer insccts, short lived

messy fruit

messy fruit

discasc pronc

Emerald Ash borer prone

messy fruil. alleotrophy

visibility obstruction

weak wood

messy fruit. discasc prone

messy {rui

messy fruit. somewhat invasive
visibility problems

visibility problems

weak wood. messy seed

canker disease. weak wood

weak wood

messy fruit. inscct problems
cankers. borers. breakage prone
wcak wood. invasive roots, messy
Thrives poorly here

visibility problems

discasc pronc

discasc problems

discase prone. weak wood. messy

*  Weak wooded trees are susceptible to storm damage.

*  Most fast growing tree species are weak wooded

* Do not plant an unknown seedling, which is very likely an undesirable species.
* Avoid buying and planting cheap trees that have poor form or are partially

dead.

*  Norway Maple was recently added to this list. It is considered potentially
invasive due to prolific seeding.



TABLE 6

TREES WITH HIGH TOLERANCE OF ALKALINE SOILS

The soils along Market and Riverside streets show PH levels of 7.0 and higher,
indicating alkaline soils. 1t is recommended that the follwing species be used for
best growth and survival. These trees are also highly tolerant of urban stresses such
as  pollution.

Green Ash London Planetree
White Ash Linden/Basswood
Kentucky Coffeetree Littleleaf Linden
Crabapple Amur Maple
Ginkgo Black Maple
Goldenrain Tree Hedge Maple
Hackberry Norway Maple
Hawthorn Bur Oak

Honey Locust Shingle Oak
Flowering Pear Redbud

Cucumbertree Magnolia

TABLE 7

TREES SLOW TO RECOVER FROM TRANSPLANTING

Ginkgo

Kentucky Coffeetree
Hackberry

Magnolia
Serviceberry

TABLE 8
TREES FAVORED BY JAPANESE BEETLES

The following trees may be defoliated in areas where Japanese Beetles are numerous
in July and August. Avoid them if a local problem exists.

Crabapple
Linden
Littleleaf Linden
Flowering Plum
Flowering Cherry
River Birch
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TABLE 9

PLANTING SEASON BY SPECIES

Experience in tree planting has shown that certain trees have a higher survival rate

when

tree nurseries

as the ground is not frozen

Baldcypress

Black Gum/Tupelo
Flowering Dogwood
Kousa Dogwood
Goldenrain Tree
Flowering Cherry
Flowering Pear
Flowering Plum
Hawthorn

Amur Maple
Black Maple
Hedge Maple
Norway Maple
Sugar Maple
River Birch
Redbud
Serviceberry
Littleleaf Linden

dug and balled and burlapped in the spring. The following
the season that trees are normally dug at the nursery.
may vary digging seasons from this list.
are dormant (leaves arc off) is highly recommended.

through May 1 in northwest Indiana.

two lists show
Please note that individual

Planting done when trees
This 1s usually October 20

Trees can be planted through winter as long

Balled and burlapped trees can be planted while in leaf,
if extra care is taken to maintain constant root ball moisture.

SPRING PLANT ONLY

Hackberry

Hawthorns, all

Red Maple

Oaks, all

London Planetree
Sweetgum
Cucumbertree Magnolia
Zelkova

FALL OR SPRING PLANT
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Basswood/Linden
White Ash

Green Ash

Ginkgo

Honey Locust
Kentucky Coffeetree
Crabapples
Japanese Tree Lilac



ORDINANCE NO. 96- / €

AN ORDINANCE
OF THE TOWN OF CHESTERTON, PORTER
COUNTY, INDIANA, AMENDING ITS
TOWN CODE BY THE ADDITION OF A CHAPIER 26
ENTTTLED"MUNICIPAL STREET TREE REGULATIONS"

WHEREAS, the selection, planting, maintenance, and removal of trees, shrubs, hedges
and lawns along and on public ways substantially affects matters such as pedestrian safety,
vehicular safely, location and maintenance of utility services, the general appearance of the Town,
and the general quality of life in the Town of Chesterton; and

WHEREAS, the Chesterton's Tree Committee has met to consider this ordinance and
reconmends the adoption of same to the Chesterton Town Council; and

WHEREAS, the Chesterton Town Council concurs with the recommendation of its Tree
Commuttee.

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT AND IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED by the Chesterton Town
Council as follows:

SECTION 1. That there shall be added to the Chesterton Town Code, a Chapter 26
entitled "Municipal Street Tree Regulations" which shall read as follows:

Chapter 26 MUNICIPAL STREET TREE REGULATIONS

Section 20-1. Definitions.

IFor the purposes of this Atticle, certain terms are defined in this Section.

When not inconsistent with the context, words used in the present tense include

the future tense, words in the singular number include the plural number, and

words in the plural number include the singular number. The word "shall" is
always mandatory and not merely directory. The term "person" shall mean an



individual, partnership, limited liability company, corporation, or any other
association or its agents. Terms not defined in this Section shall have the
meanings customarily assigned to them.

Accepted Street Tree List is a list of proven trees deemed adaptable to the
street conditions of the Town of Chesterton. The list is located in the
Arboricultural Specifications Manual, which is deemed incorporated by
reference into this Article. Two copies of the Arboricultural Specifications
Manual for the Town of Chesterton are on file for inspection in the Office
of the Clerk-Treasurer of the Town of Chesterton, Indiana.

Boundary Tiee is a tree that meets one or more of the following criteria:

a. The stem of the tree straddles the actual property line
between Town public property and adjoining propetty;

b. The Town and the adjoining propeity owner have
previously agreed that the tree will identify the property
boundary;

C. The Town and the adjoining property owner have

previously agreed to share the cost of maintaining the tree.
A boundary tree is the common property of both landowners.

Caliper is the diameter measurement of the trunk taken 6 inches above
ground level for, up to and including four-inch caliper size.

Critical Root Zone is a circular region measured outward from the tree
trunk representing the essential area of the roots that must be maintained
or protected for the tree's survival. Critical root zone is one foot in radial
distance for every inch of tree DBI1, with a minimum distance of eight
feet. For specimen trees, the formula changes to 1.5 feet for every inch
of tree DBII.

Ciown is the above-ground parts of a tree consisting of the branchics,
stems, buds, fruits, and leaves. It may also be referred to as "canopy."

DBIH means diameter breast height, or the diameter measurement in inches
of the trunk 4.5 feet above ground level. If a tree splits into multiple
trunks below 4.5 feet, the trunk is measured at its most narrow point
beneath the split.

Drip line is a vertical line extending from the outermost edge of the tree
canopy or shrub branch to the ground.



Specimen Tiee or Stand is any tree, or grouping of trees, that has been
determined by the Tree Committee to be of high value because of its
species, size, age, [orm, historical significance, or professional criteria.

Owner-Occupant shall mean the property owner or the residing occupant
with the permission of the property owner.

>ark Trees are herein defined as trees on Town owned park areas.

Person means any person, firm, partnership, association, corporation,
company, or organization of any kind.

Property Owner shall mean the person owning such property as shown by
the County Auditor's Plat of Porter County, Indiana.

Root Banier is an anchored physical device used to stop or divert the
growth of tree roots.

Shrub means a woody plant which is characteristically below 20 feet in
height and is multi-stemmed supporting the main lealy growth.

Street means the entire width of every public way or right-of-way when
any part thereof is open to the use of the public, as a matter of right, for
purposes of vehicular and pedestrian traflic.

Street Tiees are herein defined as trees lying on the real estate owned or
controlled by the Town, excluding the real estate owned or controlled by
the Town of Chesterton Park Department except for an area 15 feet in
depth from the pavement edge on either side of any paved through streets
within any park.

Topping is defined as the cutting back of the leading shoot or shoots of
major limbs which form the natural canopy of the tree as to disfigure the

{ree crown.

‘Tiee means a perennial woody plant, ordinarily with one main stem or
trunk, which develops many branches, and which ordinarily grows to a
height of 20 feet or more.

‘Tree Care means the treating, removal, spraying, pruning, and any other
tree maintenance or horticultural work intended for the enhancement or
preservation of trees and the removal and prevention of any and all
damages to any trees caused by tree pests, blights, and diseases.



‘Tree Lawn is that part of a street or highway, not covered by sidewalk or
other paving, lying within the Town's right-of-way.

Trees, Large are designated as those capable of attaining a height of 45
feet or more at maturity.

Tiees, Medium are designated as those capable of attaining a height of 30
to 45 feet at maturity.

‘Trees, Snall are designated as those capable of attaining a height of 20 to
30 feet at maturity.

Wheel Stop shall be a solidly anchored concrete or wooden barrier at least
6 inches in height that is designed to stop the forward motion of a motor
vehicle.

Section 26-2. Establishment of a 'Tree Commiittee.

There shall be created a committee that serves solely in an advisory
capacity to the Chesterton Town Council that shall be known as the "lree
Committee.” The Tree Committee shall be composed of three members who are
residents of the Town of Chesterton who shall be appointed by the Town Council.
The term of office for the members shall initially be two years. After the initial
term is over, each successive term shall be one, two, and three years respectively.
All members of the Tree Commitlee serve at the pleasure of the Town Council
and the Town Council has the ability to remove any member at any time for any
reason deemed sufficient to the Town Council.

Section 26-3. Tice Conmiittee Duties and Responsibilities.

The Tree Committee shall serve in an advisory capacity to the Town
Council on all matters pertaining to these Municipal Street Tree Regulations.
Matters upon which the Tree Committee may advise the Town Council mclude,
but are not limited to, the followmg:

a. Assist in policy development concerning the care, preservation,
selection, planting, transplanting, spraying, maintenance, and
removal of trees and shrubs in the street right-of-way, public parks,
and other public places assuring that good arboricultural practices
are followed.

b. Make recommendations regarding tree care of street trees and park
trees and the sodding, seeding, and maintenance of lawns along
existing Town streets.



o

Assist, when requested by the Town Council, in the preparation of
grant applications that would fund municipal tree related projects.
Assist the Street Commissioner, when requested, concerning
matters contained within these Municipal Street Tree Regulations.
When requested by the Town Council, present inventory of public
trees in the Town.

Cooperate  with the Indiana Department of Transportation
concerning planting efforts along state road right-of~ways within
Chesterton's boundaries.

Conduct educational programs as necessary while working with
private and public agencies and organizations to establish programs
for planting and the care of street trees.

Advise, as needed, concerning amendments to these Municipal
Street Tree Regulations including the Arboricultural Specifications
Manual.

Meet as needed.

Elect a president and vice president annually and keep a written
record of its proceedings, all in accordance with Indiana law.
Shall serve without compensation.

Section 20-4. Public ‘Tree Care by the Town.

‘The Town shall have the right to plant, prune, maintain, and remove trees,
shrubs, and plants within the lines of all streets, alleys, squares, and public
grounds as may be necessary (o insure the public safety or (o preserve the
aesthetics of such public grounds.

Section 26-5. Street Commissioner Authority.

a.

The Street Commissioner or his designee can cause or order to be
removed any Street Tree or part thereof which is in an unsale
condition or is aflected with any injurious fungus, insect, or other
pest, or which by reason of its nature is injurious o sewers, electric
power lines, gas lines, water lines, or other public improvements.
The Street Commissioner or his designee can cause or order o be
pruned limbs or branches of any trees or shrubbery which overhang
any Town public property and which constitute a menace to the
safety of the public, obstructs the light from any street lamp,
obstructs the motorists' view of any street intersection or any traffic
control signal or sign, or obstructs or endangers passing vehicles
and pedestrians.

'The Street Commissioner or his designee will govern the issuance
of Tree Work Permits as required by this Chapter.



Section 26-6. Tree Care - Pennit Required.

No person, company, or public utility shall plant, remove, excavate within
a 10 foot radius of, trench within the critical root zone of, or cut above the ground
any public tree or disturb or plant any shrubbery within any tree lawn, park, or
other public place unless the Town of Chesterton shall have first granted a Tree
Care Permit. No permit shall be required for the trimming of any branches with
a diameter of 3 inches or less. No permit shall be necessary for tree removal or
{rimming in the emergency situations detailed in Section 811.

Section 26-7. Tree Care - Permit Issuance.

d.

b.

o

d.

Tree Care Permits shall be administered and issued by the
Chesterton Street Commissioner or his designec.

The person receiving the permit shall abide by the standards set
forth in this Chapter including the Arboricultural Specifications
Manual of the Town of Chesterton and any additional requirements
placed upon the permit by the Street Commissioner.

An annual permit shall be issued to any public utility for trimming
and cutting trees in the public right-of-way. The permit application
shall include utility trimming schedules and locations.

There shall be no charge for the Tree Care Permit issuance.

Section 206-8. Tree Care - Contractor Pemit Required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to work for hire performing tree care
activities in the Town of Chesterton for private or municipal street tices without
first registering with the Clerk-Treasurer for a "contract or permit" and paying the
appropriate permit fee pursuant to Section 5-81 through 84 ol the Chesterton

Town Code.

Section 26-9. Tree Care - Pruning, Trinming, and Renwvals.

d.

b.

No person or property owner shall remove a tree or a boundary
tree from the public tree lawn for the purpose of construction, or
for any other reason, without first securing a Tree Care Permit
from the Town of Chesterton. 'The person or property owner shall
bear the cost of complete removal, including the chipping of all
limbs and removal of stump.

All trimming, pruning, and any other tree care aclivities shall
comply with good arboricultural practices as delineated in the
Arboricultural Specifications Manual of the Town of Chesterton.
The person or property owner shall bear the cost of these activities.



Section 206-10.

It shall be unlawful as a normal practice for any person to top any
Street Tree. Topping is defined as the severe cutting back of limbs
to stubs larger than 3 inches in diameter within the tree's crown to
such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the
tree. Trees severely damaged by storms or other causes, or certain
trees under utility wires or other obstructions where other pruning
practices are impractical, may be exempted {rom this requirement
by a written determination made by the Chesterton Street
Commissioner or his designee.

Tree Care - Renwval of Stunyps.

In the process of tree removal, all stumps of Street Trees shall be removed
at least 6 inches below the surface of the ground.

Section 26-11.

a.

b.

Section 26-12.

b.

Tree Care - Emergency Declared.

In emergencies, when a tree or trees have been severely damaged
by storms or other causes, the Street Commissioner may waive the
requirement for a Tree Care Permit. All removals of public trees
under those conditions shall be reported to the Town.

The Town Street Departiment or public utilities may act to trim or
remove trees in emergency situations.

Topping and the severe cutting back of limbs may be allowed by
the Street Commissioner under emergency situations.

Tree Care - Proximity to Construction and Fxcavation.

All trecs on any street or other publicly owned property near any
excavation or construction of any building, structure, or street work
shall be guarded whenever possible with a fence, frame or box not
less than 4 feet high and 8 feet square and all building material,
dirt, or other debris shall be kept outside the barrier. Where heavy
cquipment will pass repeatedly over the tree's critical root zone,
particularly in wet conditions, a temporary layer of 4 inches of
shredded bark or wood chips shall be placed and maintained on the
ground. At the time of Tree Care Permit issuance, it may be
specified that the barrier size be enlarged to further protect the
critical root zone of the tree during construction activities.

No person shall excavate any ditches, tunnels, trenches, or lay any
drive within a radius of 10 feet from any public tree without first
obtaining street cut and tree care permits from the Street
Commissioner.



C. Any and all installations of underground utilitics upon the public
right-of-way that impact on public trees due to necessary removals
or underground conflicts (roots) require a Tree Care Permit and are
specifically subject to protection measures designated by the Street
Commissioner.

Section 26-13. Tree Caue - Injury to Trees.

Unless specifically authorized by the Street Commissioner or Chesterton
Park Superintendent for park trees, no person shall intentionally damage, cut,
carve, transplant or remove any public tree; attach any wire, or nails, advertising
posters, or other contrivance to any public tree; allow any gascous liquid or solid
substance which is harmful to such trees to come in contact with them; or set fire
to or allow to burn when such fire or heat will injure any portion of any public
tree.

Section 26-14. Tree Planting - General.

‘The owner-occupant of property abutting public ways may plant Street
Trees in the tree fawn at his or her own expense in strict accordance with the
Arboricultural Specifications Mainual of the Town of Chesterton and these
Municipal Street Tree Regulations. A Tree Care Permit must first be obtained for
such a planting.

Section 26-15. ‘Tree and Shrub Planting - Species and Sizes to be Planted.

[t should be specifically noted that the Arboricultural Specifications
Manual contains a list of acceptable trees including species and sizes to be
planted, spacing, distance from curb, sidewalk, and parking, and distance from
street  comers, fireplugs, utility poles, utilities, and other regulations.  In
accordance with Section 23-1 of the Chesterton Town Code, no person shall plant
or maintain any shrubs, bushes, trees or other forms of vegelation or material in
such a manner that it obstructs or hinders the passage of pedestrians on sidewalks
or vehicular traftic on streets or alleys within the Town.

Section 26-106. Alteration of Tree Lawn.
No person shall pave, gravel, remove or otherwise convert existing grassed

‘Tree Lawn into hard space with the addition of the aforementioned without the
advice of the Tree Committee and the consent of the Chesterton Town Council.



Section 26-17. Violations,

Violations of this Article shall subject the offender to the General Penalty
Provisions of the Town Code found at Section 1-9, which provides for, among
other things, a fine not to exceed $2,500.00 per violation and that every day any
violation of this Article shall continue, shall constitute a separate offense.
Additionally, pursuant to Indiana Code 36-1-6-2, the Town may euter onto real
property and take appropriate action to bring the property into compliance with
this Article, including but not limited to replanting of trees damaged or improperly
removed by the offender, provided, however, before action to bring compliance
may be taken, all persons holding a substantial interest in the property must be
given a reasonable opportunity to bring the property into compliance. If action
to bring compliance is taken by the Town, the expense involved may be made a
lien against the property.

SECTION 2: That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and afler its
adoption and publication as required by law.
ALL OF WHICH IS PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Chesterton Town Council this

A dayof Qy//’%r , 1996,

ot CHESTERTON TOWN COUNCIL

By: W

ATTEST:

Wv%z/w,{

‘(Jayle . Polakowski

G A
Clotk’Treasurer (/e y
Town of Chesterton ’}La/ A ( G,V k@@@

Y

TwnofChestHNTree Ord\im



TOWN OF CHESTERTON

STREET DEPARTMENT
726 Broadway - Chesterton, Indiana 46304

Phone: 219-926-2222
Fax: 219-926-7626 INDIANA

TREE PERMIT REQUEST PERMIT #
1. NAME (of Applicant):
ADDRESS:

PHONE:
2. NAME, of Property Owner (if different)
ADDRESS:

PHONE:

3. REQUEST (check applicable and complete information requested)
Tree Planting Type and number planned

Size at planting time (caliper in inches) MINIMUM 2"

If within 20 lateral feet of overhead wires, note distance (ft.)

Have underground utilities been located? NO PLANTING WITHIN
5 FEET. ALSO, NO PLANTING WITHIN 10 FEET OF UTILITY POLE OR
HYDRANT.
Proximity to Street (ft.) Sidewalk (ft.) Parking Area (f1.)

Tree Removal Reason

Tree Species and condition

Number to be removed

Is replacement tree planned?

Spraying Reason

Pesticide Information

Adjacent Excavation Reason

Number of trees affected and size

Depth and proximity to adjacent trees

Trimming Reason

Describe extent of work to be performed

Tree Lawn Removal Reason

Describe extent of work to be performed

4. LOCATION OF SITE (describe, or attach map)




5. WHO WILL PERFORM WORK? *

Phone Number:
* If contractor is to perform work, said contractor must have a valid Contractor's Registration on file with the Town's
Building Department.

Registration #
6. APPROXIMATE DATE WORK WILL BEGIN:

7. APPLICANT AGREES, IN EXECUTING THE REQUESTED WORK, TO FOLLOW THE TOWN OF CHESTERTON
ARBORICULTURAL SPECIFICATION MANUAL, TREE ORDINANCE REGULATIONS, AND ANY CONDITIONS
SET FORTH UPON PERMIT APPROVAL BY THE STREET COMMISSIONER.

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT DATE

APPROVAL

TREE CARE PERMIT REQUEST
(to be completed by Town of Chesterton)

PERMIT #

Information reviewed by stafT: DATE: BY:

REMARKS:

PERMITEE AGREES TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS:

APPROVED BY: TITLE:

DATE:
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F'OR STAFF USE
Followup check on (date): by:
REMARKS:
COMPUTER UPDATE completed on (date): by:
ADDRISS:
TREE SITE: (example F-])

REMARKS:




TREE CITY USA.
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